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Project Abstract:


Tanzania’s state-run development agenda frequently contradicted local residents’ own views about the quality of their material life, death, and communal wellbeing.  My study of Tanzania’s development during three historical periods—the late-colonial era (1940-1961), ‘African Socialism’ (after 1967), and contemporary programs funded by international donors—questions how African material culture, public health, and social well-being were affected by these top-down ideologies.  Frequently, development organizations and agendas attempted to resolve low-quality standards of living through indices predicated upon first-world notions of socio-economic growth, intentionally obfuscating the environmental and social factors faced by Africans who often responded through their own cultural and ideological retrenchment. The push for development according to European models often undermined the very objectives of improved socio-economic returns.  Southeastern Tanzania’s conceptual and spatial marginality presents a unique opportunity to understand how such a community understands its relationship with the national government and development organizations, both of whom regard the people here as “unfriendly to change.”  


How do seemingly marginalized people understand their position as subject populations in need of reform?  What trade-offs or opportunity-costs are involved in the adaptation of new practices?  Do popular complaints of marginalization bespeak other experiences?  Is marginalization always a negative factor for a community’s well-being?

